ANTHOLOGY, BARRIE CRAIG, CONFIDENTIAL INVESTIGATOR (1951-55, NBC)
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You Can Call Me Crane? or Craig?

By Stewart Wright

In the Old-Time Radio hobby there are lots of mysteries.  Some revolve around missing episodes of various series.  Other involve the correct name(s) for specific episode(s) of a series.  The mystery that is the subject of this article involves the title of a specific series and the name of its title character.  
William Gargan starred in a popular radio private detective show on NBC during the early to mid-1950's.  Over the years, at least four titles for this NBC series have appeared in various OTR books.   They are:

Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator
Barry Craig, Confidential Investigator 
Barrie Crane, Confidential Investigator

Barry Crane, Confidential Investigator
So which series title is correct?  After some research using many period issues of the New York Times, an interview, and Gargan's autobiography, "Why Me?"  I believe I have found the answer.

Debuting As:

A September 21, 1951 New York Times article mentions "N.B.C. Signs Gargan As Producer, Star  Long-Term Contract Covers His Services for TV and Radio on Barrie Crane Program. . ."  The article mentions the full title of the series as Barrie Crane, Confidential Investigator.   According the New York Times Radio listings and the Library of Congress Sound ONline Inventory and Catalog (SONIC) database, the series debuted on October 3, 1951 as Barrie Crane, Confidential Investigator.

Also in Print:

The title Barry Craig, Confidential Investigator does appear in the Radio listings of the New York Times several times between Dec 7, 1952 and is Sep 6, 1953.  It does not appear in any paid NBC advertisements in the New York Times.   It does not appear in the SONIC database.  In all probability it is a misprint based on typesetter's error or network printed copy error.  
Some OTR books list the title of the series as Barry Crane, Confidential Investigator.  This title does not appear in any of the following sources:  paid NBC advertisements in the New York Times, in the SONIC database, or in the Radio listings of the New York Times.

The Most Common Title:

The Debut title lasted for less than a month before becoming Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator.  This is the title that appears most frequently in both the Library of Congress SONIC database (10 of 12 records) and the New York Times Radio listings (first listing October 17, 1951; last listing June 30, 1955.)   This is also the series title that appears in at least 3 times in paid NBC program line-up advertisements in the New York Times. 
Other Evidence:

Gargan's 1951 contract with NBC was for 7 years with a total amount of One Million Dollars.  It gave him quite a bit of say in his starring roles.  Gargan mentioned in an interview that he used first name of one of his sons for the first name of his character in the Craig series.  The first name of Gargan's son:  Barrie.  I verified the spelling of his son's name in Gargan's autobiography, "Why Me?"

CONCLUSION:

While my research was not exhaustive, the preponderance of evidence is in favor of Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator.  By inference, the name of the title character is Barrie Craig.

POSTSCRIPT:  Gargan as a Detective

If William Gargan seemed to bring an air of authenticity to his roles as a private detective, there were some good very reasons. 
His father was a bookmaker, so Gargan learned a lot about the gambling world and met a lot of interesting characters from across the spectrum of society. 
The main reason why Gargan was so convincing as a detective was that he was probably the only actor of his time who had actually been a private detective. 
He first worked as a credit investigator and collection agent for a clothing firm. Once Gargan was shot at when he attempted to get a deadbeat customer to pay his overdue account.

Next, he worked for about a year as a private detective with a New York agency for A$10.00 a day and expenses.@  Gargan did many of the usual detective jobs:  guarding payrolls, tailing possible suspects, conducting stakeouts, and protecting clients with valuables. He was fired when he lost track of a diamond salesman he was supposed to be protecting.

William Gargan From Wikipedia

	William Gargan

	


from the trailer for the film Black Fury (1935).

	Born
	July 17, 1905
Brooklyn, New York, USA

	Died
	February 17, 1979, aged 73


William Gargan (July 17, 1905 – February 17, 1979) was an American motion picture and television actor. Gargan played character roles in many Hollywood productions, including two appearances as detective Ellery Queen, but was best known for his role as Detective Martin Kane in the 1949-51 radio-television series, Martin Kane, Private Eye, sponsored by U.S. Tobacco.

Gargan's career came to an end in 1958 when he developed throat cancer, and doctors were forced to remove his larynx. Speaking through an artificial voice box, Gargan became an activist and spokesman for the American Cancer Society, often warning about the dangers of smoking.

Barry Craig (AKA Barry Crane" and then "Barrie Craig)

Link To <http://www.thrillingdetective.com/craig.html
Barry Craig, Confidential Investigator is one of the few detective radio series that had separate versions of it broadcast from both coasts. Even the spelling changed over the years. It was first "Barry Crane" and then "Barrie Craig". NBC produced it in New York from 1951 to 1954 and then moved it to Hollywood where it aired from 1954 to 1955. It attracted only occasional sponsors so it was usually a sustainer.

William Gargan, who also played the better known television (and radio) detective Martin Kane, was the voice of New York eye BARRY CRAIG while Ralph Bell portrayed his associate, Lt. Travis Rogers. Craig's office was on Madison Avenue and his adventures were fairly standard PI fare. He worked alone, solved cases efficiently, and feared no man. As the promos went, he was "your man when you can't go to the cops. Confidentiality a specialty."

Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator
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William Gargan

Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator was a radio detective drama heard on NBC from October 3, 1951 to June 30, 1955.

Detective Barrie Craig (William Gargan) worked alone from his Madison Avenue office. Unlike his contemporaries Sam Spade and Philip Marlowe, Craig had a laid-back personality, somewhat cutting against the popular "hard-boiled detective" stereotype. Others in the cast included Parley Baer and Betty Lou Gerson.
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Barry Craig Confidential Investigator - 2 Episodes From 1951 
Barry Craig, Confidential Investigator is one of the few detective radio series that had separate versions of it broadcast from both coasts. Even the spelling changed over the years. It was first "Barry Crane" and then "Barrie Craig". NBC produced it in New York from 1951 to 1954 and then moved it to Hollywood where it aired from 1954 to 1955. William Gargan, who also played the better known television (and radio) detective Martin Kane, was the voice of New York eye BARRY CRAIG while Ralph Bell portrayed his associate, Lt. Travis Rogers. 
BARRIE CRAIG, background
Detective drama (1951 - 55)
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Your man when you can't go to the cops... Confidentiality a specialty...

Running from 1951 through 1955, Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator is about a New York private eye. Produced in New York from 1951 to 1954 and then moved it to Hollywood where it aired from 1954 to 1955.  This entertaining old time radio series originally titled "Barry Crane" was later renamed "Barrie Craig." 
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The series starred William Gargan (he also played detective Martin Kane on tv) as Barrie Craig, the lone private detective, who worked and solved cases from his Madison Avenue office.  Gargan actually worked in as a private detective, collecting agent; his duties ranged from doing stakeouts to working as a bodyguard.  He was shot while on the investigating a deadbeat customer.  This life experience surely added to the depth of his characterization of Barrie Craig, Ellery Queen (three films) and Martin Kane.

While most detectives at the time were no nonsense hardboiled types, Barrie Craig is extraordinary due to his laid back personality.  He rarely gets worried even in life threatening situations, it takes a lot to ruffle his feathers.  Craig narrates the story much like Joe Friday in Dragnet and Sam Spade.

Barrie Craig's Beat

52/02/06
019
Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator. February 6, 1952. "Diary of Death".  
First Line:  "Barrie Craig speaking.  Manhattan Island's my beat, from Battery Place uptown to Spuyten Duyvil. (Google Map) I've got my footprints on every inch of sidewalk, a memory in every mile.  Get used to a beat and it's like home to you."

OUR EXPLORATIONS TODAY take us to a hilly, verdant corner of the Bronx that has had many names, yet no one knows precisely what they mean. Spuyten Duyvil is tucked into the corner of the Bronx at the Hudson and Harlem Rivers, first stop beyond Marble Hill, that strange piece of Manhattan that resides on the mainland. Spuyten has always been loyally Bronx. It has been known as Speight den Duyvil, Spike & Devil, Spitting Devil, Spilling Devil, Spiten Debill and Spouting Devil, among other spellings. 
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In Dutch, 'spuyten duyvil," the mostly-accepted spelling these days, can be pronounced two ways; one pronunciation means "devil's whirlpool" and he other means "spite the devil."

spuyten duyvil --it's the southern tip of the bronx, and is connected to Manhattan by a bridge. if anyone has taken the circle line boat tour around Manhattan, you've been through that exact area. there is a Wikipedia listing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spuyten_Duyvil%2C_Bronx  the reference probably means that his territory is all of Manhattan, since battery park is the southernmost point of Manhattan island regards and good luck!
Moving to Hollywood

Contributed by Steward Wright.

Actually, there is Solid Proof that the series moved to Hollywood BEFORE that one month gap in September - October 1954.  The answer is contained in the shows themselves.  Generally, one of the easiest ways to identify the time frame when a series moved from one city to another is to determine the identities of the guest cast.

While some actors moved between Coasts, most stayed either in Hollywood or New York.  The leading actor(s) may have moved with the show, but the guest cast members normally didn't.  I believe that the series probably moved to Hollywood in the late Spring or Early Summer of 1954. (I have no definitive date.)

Ver0.9 The Consolidated Barrie Craig.doc has a New York episode listed:

· "The Corpse Who Was Wrong" - AKA "Search for Mrs. Peterson" May 25, 1954 - Cast: William Gargan, Louis Vittes (writer), Bryna Rayburn
This is latest episode in circulation with a New York cast.  I recognize the guest actor Viana Rayburn as Bryna Raeburn.  Bryna Raeburn was a very active New York actor during the Golden Age of Radio. I got the spelling for her name from more than a dozen 21ST PRECINCT scripts and several other sources. The RadioGOLDINex web site has 345 show listings for her from 1944 through 1979.

So we now know for certain that BARRIE CRAIG was broadcast from New York at least as late as May 25, 1954 and that the series was broadcast from Hollywood at least as early as July 06,1954.

Now if someone could just find the five missing shows from June, 1954.

The basis is the guest cast credits of the following episodes in my collection.

The actors in these episodes were working out of Hollywood:
· The Tough Guy - 07/06/1954 - Charlotte Lawrence, Shephard Menken, Larry Dobkin

· Murder By Error - 07/13/1954 - Herb Vigran, Jeanne Bates, Herb Ellis, Hal Gerard, Julie Bennett

· Death Buys A Bedroom - 07/27/1954 - Betty Lou Gerson, Byron Kane, Jack Moyles, Lou Krugman, Victor Rodman

· For Love Of Murder - 08/03/1954 - Barney Phillips, Herb Ellis, Tom McKee, Barbara Fuller, Gloria Anne Simpson

· Mid-Summer Lunacy - 08/17/1954 - Herb Ellis, Alice Backus, Tony Barrett

· Blood Money - 08/24/1954 - Jim Nusser, Marvin Miller, Betty Lou Gerson, Jack Moyles, Paul Richards

· Hay Is For Murder - 08/31/1954 - Parley Baer, Jack Moyles, Joyce McClusky, Vivi Janiss

· Ghosts Don't Die In Bed - 09/07/1954- Betty Lou Gerson, Virginia Gregg, Jack Moyles, Charles Lung.

Last show of the season. You may be able to pin an earlier starting date for the Hollywood portion of the series' run by checking the guest cast credits of earlier available episodes from 1954.
Other sources identify the show moved to Hollywood starting with the episode that aired 54/06/08.
