You Can Call Me Barrie? or Barry?  

and

You Can Call Me Crane? or Craig?

By Stewart Wright

In the Old-Time Radio hobby there are lots of mysteries.  Some revolve around missing episodes of various series.  Other involve the correct name(s) for specific episode(s) of a series.  The mystery that is the subject of this article involves the title of a specific series and the name of its title character.  

William Gargan starred in a popular radio private detective show on NBC during the early to mid-1950's.  Over the years, at least four titles for this NBC series have appeared in various OTR books.   They are:

Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator
Barry Craig, Confidential Investigator 

Barrie Crane, Confidential Investigator

Barry Crane, Confidential Investigator
So which series title is correct?  After some research using many period issues of the New York Times, an interview, and Gargan's autobiography, "Why Me?"  I believe I have found the answer.

Debuting As:

A September 21, 1951 New York Times article mentions "N.B.C. Signs Gargan As Producer, Star  Long-Term Contract Covers His Services for TV and Radio on Barrie Crane Program. . ."  The article mentions the full title of the series as Barrie Crane, Confidential Investigator.   According the New York Times Radio listings and the Library of Congress Sound ONline Inventory and Catalog (SONIC) database, the series debuted on October 3, 1951 as Barrie Crane, Confidential Investigator.

Also in Print:

The title Barry Craig, Confidential Investigator does appear in the Radio listings of the New York Times several times between Dec 7, 1952 and is Sep 6, 1953.  It does not appear in any paid NBC advertisements in the New York Times.   It does not appear in the SONIC database.  In all probability it is a misprint based on typesetter's error or network printed copy error.  

Some OTR books list the title of the series as Barry Crane, Confidential Investigator.  This title does not appear in any of the following sources:  paid NBC advertisements in the New York Times, in the SONIC database, or in the Radio listings of the New York Times.

The Most Common Title:

The Debut title lasted for less than a month before becoming Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator.  This is the title that appears most frequently in both the Library of Congress SONIC database (10 of 12 records) and the New York Times Radio listings (first listing October 17, 1951; last listing June 30, 1955.)   This is also the series title that appears in at least 3 times in paid NBC program line-up advertisements in the New York Times. 

Other Evidence:

Gargan's 1951 contract with NBC was for 7 years with a total amount of One Million Dollars.  It gave him quite a bit of say in his starring roles.  Gargan mentioned in an interview that he used first name of one of his sons for the first name of his character in the Craig series.  The first name of Gargan's son:  Barrie.  I verified the spelling of his son's name in Gargan's autobiography, "Why Me?"

CONCLUSION:

While my research was not exhaustive, the preponderance of evidence is in favor of Barrie Craig, Confidential Investigator.  By inference, the name of the title character is Barrie Craig.

POSTSCRIPT:  Gargan as a Detective

If William Gargan seemed to bring an air of authenticity to his roles as a private detective, there were some good very reasons. 

His father was a bookmaker, so Gargan learned a lot about the gambling world and met a lot of interesting characters from across the spectrum of society. 

The main reason why Gargan was so convincing as a detective was that he was probably the only actor of his time who had actually been a private detective. 

He first worked as a credit investigator and collection agent for a clothing firm. Once Gargan was shot at when he attempted to get a deadbeat customer to pay his overdue account.

Next, he worked for about a year as a private detective with a New York agency for A$10.00 a day and expenses.@  Gargan did many of the usual detective jobs:  guarding payrolls, tailing possible suspects, conducting stakeouts, and protecting clients with valuables. He was fired when he lost track of a diamond salesman he was supposed to be protecting.

