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Larry Thor was born in the first completed room of a new, frame house on his grandfather's farm eight miles from Lundar, Manitoba, Canada. The family had just moved from their log cabin in the remote village populated almost totally by Icelandic immigrants. Although his father was the principal of the high school, Larry did not begin to learn English until he began school in 1923. After graduation from Balmoral, Manitoba High School he joined Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry, a permanent forces regiment. Larry often referred to this service as his three years with the “Canadian Cavalry.” 
Following the army service he went to northern Manitoba to see work in the mines around Flin Flon. Unable to find work he joined the radio station in the small town as a writer and announcer. In 1940 he left Artic Radio Lt. and went first to CKGB in Timmins and then CKCL in Toronto. He founded his own dramatic radio production company, Peak Radio Ltd., and established himself as one of the leading broadcasters of Canada. In 1946 he came to Los Angeles and joined the broadcasting staff of KFAC. 
He moved to the CBS network in 1948 to star in the series Broadway Is My Beat and create the classic narration for the network program Suspense. During this time he also broadcast news for CBS, ABC, and the Mutual networks. He wrote and played in numerous radio programs and live television productions and began a career as a motion picture actor. He has narrated hundreds of documentary and industrial films for the Canadian National Film Board, major American studios and independent producers. 
While working in radio he made a guest appearance on Crime Classics where he met his wife, actress-writer Jean Howell. He subsequently appeared in her film The Fast and Furious. They married in 1956. 
Many of his radioplays have been performed on such noted programs as This is our Heritage, Fantasy of Fact, The Record Collectors, and Hallmark Hall of Fame. His published books include the novel A Thirst for Love, the non-fiction Birth of a State, and the illustrated satires What Is Your Plan After They Drop the Bomb?, and Empty Phrases That Shook the World. A multi-talented creator, Larry wrote the music and lyrics and performed Galloping on my Dinosaur, an album for children produced by Columbia Records. In addition to The Fast and the Furious, his major film acting credits include Portland Expose, The Amazing Colossal Man, and, most recently, Tora, Tora, Tora. His screenplays include the comedy Incident at Ha Ha Bay, The Funny Money Caper, The 15th of July, The Outcast, and The Sandbag. 
Through his and Jean's active involvement in their children's school, he happened to meet a member of the UCLA faculty who told him of the active screenwriting program in Theater Arts at UCLA. This led to his coming to campus in January of 1968 to offer a special course for the advanced writers. His dynamic personality, energy and love for young people were inspiring for the UCLA Motion Picture students. His courses were enriched by the many professional actors, producers and writers who were brought into his class as guest lecturers. His sense of humor and high standards of production now touch every major studio and network through his students.
His sudden death on March 15, 1976 is received as a great loss for the students, faculty and staff of UCLA who share their grief with his wife and children. 
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