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[adio In Review <
By JOHN CROSBY

A Wedding Takes Place In Hawkins Falls

AS ONE of the less passionate admirers of small-town radi
dramas, I find myself agreeably -surprised by NBT television'

new show, "Hawkins Falls (pop. 6,200)" (7 p.m. Saturdays).
This saga of a little Midwest community is a very simple, verj

honest and very endearing show indeed.
Radio, imbedded in big cities

as it is, always has some pretty
curious ideas

s m a l l
peepi-

ng them with
2reat Gilder-
leeves, quenul-

The lad arrives in town wit'
a chip on his shoulder. He feels
unwarrantably, that the com
munity is hostile toward him
simply because he is from ou
of town, and he'll be gosh darned
if he'll be the cynosure of a

Crosby

and other can-
tankerous bu1

- hearted
folk, all as sty-
lized as figures

a ballet. In
radio, it was accepted as gospel
that small-town people were not
only essentially virtuous, but
also deeply and indestructibly
naive, a very debatable proposi-
tion.

Some of the Intrigues that
went on in my own home town
of Oconomowoc, Wis. (pop. 5,-
000), would have made Machia-
velli's biood run cold.

druggists whole townful oi unfriendly
eyes at 2 big, full-dress church
Bedding. He wants to elope.

THE THWARTING of this
elopement, since the couple .is
going to get married in any case
sounds like a very slender dra-
matic pretext on which to string
a full-hour program.

Yet it becomes terribly impor-
tant to the listener that this cou-
ple be married properly in
church, rather than to dash ofl
skittishly to the local Greenup.

In th« meantime, you are given
a glimpse of every detail of
small-town wedding. The three-

i piece orchestra, headed by the
"HAWKINS FALLS," which!local barber, which is to play at

emanates from Chicago, hasn't
quite the temerity to shatter this
perhaps unsbatterable m y t h
about American small towns, but
it has succeeded in capturing 'the
small town, with I should .say.
the irreducible minimum of ma-
la rkcy. -

Each of these stories shows how
a sir.pile small event — a wedding.
let's say— stirs and envelopes the
whole community.

The particular wedding, which
week's program.occupied last

was a union between a
S:.rl and out-of-town boy.

local

the wedding. The gossip of the
two ladies who run the flower
shop which is to provide the
flowers. "He practically admitted
to mbe that his own wife, Pearl,
is all thumbs when it comes to
arranging flowers". That's about

(as scandalous as the gossip ever
gets in Hawkins Falls.

THERE IS ONE deft and amus-
ing scene -where the parents of
the 6ride open wedding presents
and discover their oil-rich rela-
tive has sent the cheapest pres-
ent and that an old flame of
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"LEAVE IT TO JOAN", star-
ring Joan Davis as the zaniest
salesgirl in Willock's Depart-
ment Store, is back on the air
Monday nights on WPAY-CBS
at 10 p.in.

Papa's has sent the most expen-
ive one.
There is EL tender scene between

Grandpa and a 14-year-old lad
who always has had a crush on
the bride and is hurt and bewil-
dered by her plunge into matri-
mony with someone else.

There is a wry exchange be-
tween the father of the bride and
the platitudinous minister, who
agree that all maids are decid-
edly out of place at a wedding.
ncluding the bridegroom and
,he preacher.

There are even intervals of
;onps spotted throughout — the

choir soprano rehearsing "One
£iss", the bride bursting into
;What Are Little Girls Made

Of?" and the soda jerk at the
drug store, virtually the only
•nan in town who can't get to the

Movies In Review
*Annie9 Proves Best Recent Filmusical

piRODUCED from the s t a g e
show of the same narce, "An-

nie Get Your Gun" emerges as
'the best filmusical in many a
moon.. Filmed in color, the pic-
ture is playing currently at.the
LaRoy Theater.

In "Annie", Betty Huttoh with-
out a doubt her best role and
does her best job to date. She
quiets down her usual blatant
type characterizations just enough
to make" herself believable as agent.

woods girl from Ohio, to world
champion r i f l e markswoman.
She earned that title while trav-
eling with the Buffalo Bill Wild
West Show. But, while she won
the title she lost her man, be-,
cause he was among the sure
shots she had to defeat.

Also in the cast are Louis Cal-
hern us Buffalo Bill, J. Carrol
Naish in another fine character
role as Chief Sitting Bull and
Keenan W y n n as a publicity!

Annie Oakley. "Annie Get Your Gun" should
Introduced in the picture is capture the rcovie-going audience.

Howar<l Keel. He is cast as the
one Annie loves but can't win,
and his voice proves to be one
of the nicest in the picture busi-
ness to date.

The story of "Annie" concerns

as it did theatergoers not too long
ago and it should return such
Irving Berlin hits as "The Girl
that I Marry" and "You Can't
Get a Man with a Gun" to pop-
ularity.—Reviewed by Vaughn j

Ohio Reserve Of ficer
Answers Federal Call

CLEVELAND, July' 10—(AP)
—The first reserve officer in
northern Ohio to volunteer for
active- duty in response to a call
from Washington is First Lt Rob-
ert E. Cleary of Akron. He pre-
sented himself at Schlegel Air
Force Base, Cleveland airport,

A veteran of World War II,
he is married and has three chil-
dren. He has been a member of
the air force reserve for four j
years and the 68th Troop Carrier]
Squadon of the 433rd Troop Car-
rier Wing since last July. ,

Phone 2900.

the rise of Annie Oakley, a back- Williams.

Good Double Feature Bill At Columbia

J. '
double, feature currently

playing at the Columbia
Theater is a real bargain bill.
"Tha Skipper Surprised His
Wife", a lively farce, and "The
Asphalt Jungle", a tense drama,
are combined for a very enter-
taining program.

Excellent performances are
given by each actor in "The As-
phalt Jungle", and, as a result,
each of the characters stands out
as an individual.

Sterling Harden is -good as a
gunman who longs to return to
his. farm home in Kentucky. Sam
Jaffe appears as the cool, intel-
legent . criminal planner, and
Marc Lawrence is his counter-
part with the police force..

To name the outstanding actors,
the whole cast 'should be listed.
They appear in the story as
people working for and against

half-million-

who is the kind but gruff ad-
miral, does his usual good job,
and ditto for Spring Byington,
the admiral's wife—Reviewed by
Alberta Elkins.

ENJOY GOOD
TELEVISION

IN THE QUIET
ATMOSPHERE OF THE
RErVDEZVOUS

Route 112 — All Legal Drinks

Needlecraft

wedding because he has to mind £ach other _
he store, singing "My _ Foolish U ^ y ,

Heart" to the accompaniment of Kobert Walker ^ good as a

professional navy man who de-
cides to run his home like a ship

a music box.

THE
distinct

CHARACTERS are all in "The Skipper Surprises His
'and salty individuals wife,, Joan ̂ ^ appears as his

. . . . ,, ,-. . t Y» lit . l*V«lt JLj^^^Hi •U£/fJ1~l**:~l «•

without ever falling, into, canca-jsweet but not_too_tidy wife.
ure, as do their radio counter-

parts — all, that is, except the
irincipals — the bride and groom

—who seem curiously lifeless
pext to the mionr characters.

As you probably perceive, the
uthors have borrowed liberally
rom a number of sources. There

are traces of "Our Town", of
'Father of the Bride", and pos-
ibly even of "The Member of
he Wedding"
'reduction.

in this particular
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News—Markets " "
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l^rnle L« Hurlclgh— News
News T\vo Ton Snker
Morning Matinee Telephone Quiz

" " Today's the Day

" " Nichols— News
" ™ Record Relay

Frtltor> Dnophter " "
Melody Time " "

Wctcutnc TraveleJ* " **
" " Coffee Time

Double or Noth'z Tom Moor«

Lave «5r Leam Kate Smith
Ncal Burrls Virginia Gale

.l;ic!< .;erL-h Answer Man
David Harum Allen— News

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
F i f t y Club Tommy BartJett

" " Hostess House
News— Markets Market Report
Kvcrybody'< Farm Nichols — News

Tstn Perklnj Radio Quiz
I.lnda'F Lov« All-Star Basebail
Party Line
l.tjvr .-incl Learn " '*

Dnnhle or Nolh'c All-Star Baseball
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News
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News
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True Story

Bety Crocker
J.B. Kennedy

Tips, Quics, Tunes

Qulclc Al Flash

Ladles Be Seated

News
Herb Shelton

BaukhBfTe Tallc'g
Nancy Craig

M m

Hollywood Wel'c

Lifetime's Chance

Happy ^Landlnj

J-.lfl Nnrn Drofce Mil l ionaire 's Life jj " Hannibal Cobb

I see nothing wrong in this,
'hey are all good sources, and,

Joe FranKIin if borrowing has to be^done, I'd
rather it be from books and plays

Symphony Sid than from radio.
In the end, the wedding takes

place as planned, and the story
ends with that overwhelmingly
dramatic and photogenic spec-
tacle — the ceremony itself. Im-
plicit, though never mentioned,
in this slight tale, is the message
that a marriage, to be decently
launched, should be blessed not

. _ by God, but by the com-
munity at large.

A very nice message it is, too.
(Copyright. 1950. NY. Herald-Tribune)

On The Airlanes
MYSTEEY

3:30 p.m. — WPAY-CBS: When
Danny Clover investigates a
homicide he finds a corpse and
the telephone receiver off the
hook, during "Broadway's My
Beat". It isn't until later that he
connects the voice of the man
on the telephone with the money-
hungry widow and the subse-
quent murder. Larry Thor stars
as Danny Clover.

i p.m. — Mutual: Soft treat-
ment" of criminals often result
m . heartbreaking tragedies. That
joint is to be dramatically por-
trayed when a '.'Small-town Po-
iceman" relates his unusual story

during "Crime Fighters" tonight.
The law ' enforcement officer

Housewives probably would be
amused by Walker's plans for
running a home. Edward Arnold,

Norman are to sing tunes from
the year 1934' on the Summer
Show Train of "The Railroad
Hour". Carmen Dragon is to con-
duct the orchestra and Norman
Luboff is to direct the chorus.
MacRae is to sing "Anything
Goes" from the show of that title
and Miss Norman is~to offer "The
Moon Was Yellow". In duet they
are to sing "You and the Night
and the Music". "One Night of
Love" is to be Miss Norman's
next solo and "I Only Have Eyes
For You" is to be susg by Mac-
Rae.
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finally proves his theory of
storm treatment when a spoiled
young man fails to reform de-
spite his family's entreaties.

10 p.m. — NBC: Night, reporter
Randy Stone meets a Shake-
spearean actor while looking for
his column during "Nightbeat".
Randy (played by Frank Love-
joy) watches the actor play the
greatest role of his life _' in a
drama of death and mystery.

MUSIC
8 p.m. — NBC: Baritone Gor-

don MacRae and soprano Lucille

8:30 p.m. — NBC: Jane Fro-
man and the choir are to sing
Cole Porter's memorable "Night
and Day" during the "Voice of
Firestone" simulcast tonight. Miss
Froman's solos are to be "Shine
On, Harvert Moon", "Summer-
time" and "Connais-Tule .Pays"
from "Mignon". Orchestral num-
bers are to be "Brahm's "Hun-
garian Dance No. 1" and the
overture from "The Merry Wives
of Windsor". The chorus and or-
chestra are to present "Fasci-
nating Rhythm".

DRAMA
9 p.m. — Mutual: "The Signal

Man", a radio adaptation of
:harles Dickens' short "story en-

titled, "Number One Branch
Line, the Signal-Man", is to be
presented on the "Hall of Fan-
tasy" series tonight. The story is
an eerie tale of supernatural
warnings which always precede
come particular accident on the
railroad, which, finally, culmi-
nate in the death of — "The
Signal Man". Featured in the
cast are Jerry Kaufherr, Dick
Thome, Sam Siegal and Carl
Greyson.

TV HIGHLIGHTS
WSAZ-TV . . . Channel 5

6:15—Western Theater
7:00—Kukte, Fran & OHie
7:30—Parade Of Stars
8:30—Telesports Digest
9:30—Film Feature
RCA Service Co. surveys your
location and Installs your an-
tenna when you select an

RCA VICTOR
TELEVISION RECEIVER

R E I T Z
MUSIC CENTER
821 GALLIA ST.

By LAURA WHEELER
Here it is! A sunburst of pan-

sies to make a bower of your ta-
ble. Give a set of these doilies to
a bride .or to yourself!

The pansies are crocheted sep-
arately and joined to the easy
center." Patterns 758; directions.

Laura Wheeler's improved pat-
tern makes crochet and knitting
so simple with its charts, photos
and concise directions.

Send 25 cents in coins for this
pattern to The Portsmouth Times,
121 Needlecraft Dept., P. O. Box
164, Old Chelsea. Station, New
York 11, N. Y. Print plainly pat-
tern number, your name, address.
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LATEST NEWS

NEW-LIGHT IN OPERATION Times Want Ads will boy and
IRONTON, July' 10 —A new

traffic light has beea erected at
Second and Center sts by city
firemen.
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Big Hit Show Direct
From WSM, Nashville, Tenn.

You can see it at REGULAR POPULAR PRICES! Cleve-
land and many other cities paid advance prices to see
this picture. Portsmouth can now see it at "the LaRoy
Theater at our Regular prices.
Adults, Mat. 40c*, Eve. 60£, Children 20* at all times
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Surgeon's Fees for Operations Due to Accidents or
Sickness. Costs Only a Few Cents Per Day for Whole
Family, Choose Your Own Doctor.

LEGAL RESERVE PROTECTION
NO FUTURE INCREASE IN PREMIUM
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FULL DETAILS FREE
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