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 - September 7, 2010 
Subject: Good quality, but dull. 
Excellent sound quality on the 15-20 shows I've heard. But they are rather dull in content, IMHO. The shows are just a reenactment of cops investigating a crime and catching the crook. It is very predictable. There is no mystery, no "plot," no twists of fate, and very little adventure. You can usually tell "who done it" in the first 10 minutes, and the rest is the cops describing what they are doing to catch the crook. The cops are always dull and boring, and the crooks have a goofy accent. The saving grace is the acting, which is very good. There's better cops 'n robbers radio shows out there, but listen to a few of these too. You might like them anyway.
Reviewer: The Bridge - 
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 - December 3, 2009 
Subject: Thanks to whomever put this series up. 
This is the only radio show to use an actual dispatcher for the Los Angeles Police Department. L.A.P.D. had a callsign at the time of KGPL, and they were using frequencies at or near 1700kcs (now kHz), as well as other frequencies. This Dispatcher's last name was Rosenquist, and in the 1960's I had the pleasure of talking with his wife, when I asked if she was HIS wife, she said yes. Having dispatched ambulances for a while, I truly enjoy the "plain talk" of the dispatches in this show.

Calling All Cars aired from 1933 to 1939 and was a classic police drama which portrayed the true crime stories of the Los Angeles Police Department. There were no main characters as the show concentrated more on the actual crimes and the solutions devised to solve them. 

Calling all Cars ran from 1933-1939. It's generally considered to be the inspiration for the old time radio great, Dragnet. Calling All Cars chronicles the L.A. Police Department cases. Although this is an earlier version of the same type of show Dragnet was, there are some differences.

Calling All Cars was introduced at a time when Americans became much more mobile because of the automobile. Criminals could get into a waiting car, and if they got lucky enough, get lost in traffic! Dragnet came out much later, but they both gave a thorough and detailed account of the crime and the criminals behind the crime. Although during the time that Calling All Cars aired, criminals were sometimes glamorized, like Bonnie and Clyde and John Dillinger. Whereas during the later police and crime shows that aired on old time radio, that wasn't so much the case anymore.

With Dragnet in mind, there is another major difference, Dragnet used the same Police Officers each episode. Calling All Cars used different Police Officers each episode. There were only two recurring characters in Calling All Cars, the narrator Charles Lindsey, and real life LAPD dispatcher Jessie Rosenquist. 

.
on solving the crimes themselves and the methods employed by the Los Angeles Police Department to solve them, as opposed to the people who solved them.


This collection of "Calling All Cars!" radio programs features 300 shows on 1 DVD. Each episode is presented in the .mp3 forma
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Resident B-Western Expert
	TAGS : None
Calling All Cars

Crime Drama

30 minutes

Aired November 29th 1932 - September 8th 1939. Various days of the week.

Sponsors - Rio Grande Gasoline

History & Critique - The show ushered in a format done on radio in the future with such shows as Dragnet, This Is Your FBI, Tales of the Texas Rangers where broadcasts would feature an actual crime committed and the law enforcement showing their pursuit and eventual capturing of the criminals. Unlike the previously mentioned shows, Calling All Cars set many of its broadcasts in the Southern California & Arizona area (where Rio Grande Gasoline was sold) and without a continuing character representation (i.e. Joe Friday). At the beginning of the program, a police car radio dispatcher (actual Los Angeles dispatcher Joe Rosenquist played the role throughout the run) would announce the overview of the case, then the drama would begin with the crime and the police would act, often working with very little in the way of clues. The police would apprehend the criminals, then an overview by the announcer describing the sentencing/final end of the accused followed by Rosenquist announcing the cancellation of the dispatch. Mark Robson was the director for much of the run, but no cast members were identified on the show unless it was a special guest (Chester Morris was on one show) but that was a very scarce happening. Of the 302 shows broadcast, only 3 are missing and 1 of those had a repeat broadcast, The Mae West Jewel Robbery which had future Red Ryder actress Martha Wentworth playing the actress. While nearly all of the shows were about local crimes, the show did broadcast about the gunning down of John Dillinger, 3 days after the incident (Gangbusters performed the same feat).

The show is good, but future shows of the kind did the format better. Probably the show would have benefited from a recurring character, but it seemed the show took pride on the fact on its variety of cases throughout the southwest. Often the show would be introduced by local police chiefs who really could have used some acting lessons. One other thing is that every time there would be a minority character on the show (Black, Italian, Asian, Greek) every possible stereotype is given to that character and really becomes painful to listen to. Many of the shows exist in muffled sound so with many times the police officers are almost always acted in a monotone, emotionless performance it does take an extra effort to listen to.

Source - John Dunning's Encyclopedia of Old Time Radio


t. There are close to 150 hours of suspenseful and entertaining "Calling All Cars!" episodes.

The DVD is labeled and provided in a highly protective jewel case. A list of the programs on the disc as well as the date the prograCalling All Cars was one of radio's earliest cop shows, dramatizing true crime stories and introduced by officers from the Los Angeles and other police departments. The narrator of the program was speech professor Charles Frederick Lindsley, and the only other regular voice heard on the program week after week belonged to that of Sergeant Jesse Rosenquist of the L.A.P.D., whose name and voice were so unusually distinctive that he was retained for the show's entire run. None of the actors on the show ever received on-air credit, but among the talent OTR fans can hear the likes of Elvia Allman, Jackson Beck, Charles Bickford, John Gibson, Richard LeGrand and Hanley Stafford, just to name a few. Includes 21 Episodes!

m originally aired (if known) is also provided.
Calling All Cars - Feb. 24, 1937
"Calling All Cars" was a fixture on radio throughout the 1930s, a "true life" crime drama series sponsored by Rio Grande Oil on CBS's West Coast stations and broadcast via transcription to stations throughout the Southwest.

In this post, "The Banker Bandit", originally broadcast on February 24, 1937.  The story, of course, concerns an exciting bank robbery.  If you've never heard the show before, it may remind you of a more primitive version of "Gangbusters" or "Dragnet".
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Because of the distribution of the series through transcriptions, almost every episode in the series survives.  If you like the show, you might want to check out a cd set produced by the First Generation Radio Archives of digitally restored programs from the series.

The program was transferred from an original Freeman Lang shellac transcription, probably pressed by Columbia, matrix numbers Matrix numbers L-8128 and L8129.  My apologies for some surface noise on side one - the disc is a bit warped.

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR EQUIPMENT WILL PLAY MP3 FORMATTED FILES BEFORE PURCHASING THIS ITEM.

IT IS ULTIMATELY THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER TO ENSURE THAT HIS OR HER EQUIPMENT IS COMPATIBLE WITH THE MP3 FORMAT.


A note concerning sound quality. The sound quality for the shows in this collection is very good to good. It is difficult to find perfect recordings from the golden age of radio due to the equipment used for recording and the fact that many of the recordings were made 60, 70 or even 80 years ago. 
 
 
Calling All Cars was one of the earliest police shows on the air.  It ran from Nov. 29, 1933-Sept. 8, 1939. Its sponsor was the Rio Grande Oil Company, which is why the show only ran in areas where Rio Grande "cracked" gasoline was sold.  The sponsor promoted its "close ties" with police departments in Arizona and Southern California, urging listeners to buy its product for "police car performance" in their own cars. As shows of this nature do it dealt with tracking killers and robbers with a recap of the justice which was enforced. 

The writer and director was William N. Robson. Calling All Cars episodes were dramatized true crime stories that were not only introduced by officers of the Los Angeles Police Department but were true life crime stories of the LAPD. 

If you are thinking early version of Dragnet, yes, but not quite as polished. Dragnet was believed to have been inspired by Calling All Cars. The police dispatcher, Sergeant Jesse Rosenquist of the Los Angeles Police Department was the only continuing character and was used for the entire run of the show.
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