
"Callinl( All Cars.. • Calling All Cars. • •
Reported Missing: Dorette Zietlow, 2'12 years
old • • • Disappeared While Playing • • • May
Have Been Kidnaped .. !' She Was. And Found
Dying. Here Was a Challenge to 6,000 Policemen

Icehouse

1110rou, 1/ formd, notify tbe J211d district . . :'
"Trouble, trouble." murmured Grandma Witte,

gently. ";\othing but trouble. My son's wife lost her
mind, She's in the St.ue Ilo...pital for the In'ane. I
have taken care of the children since just after Dorette
was born. My son can't get steady work. \\'e are on
relief, and now we'lI neHr sec Dorette again. '1 rouhle
... "hy did this happen to us?" And the .Quiet tears
of despair rolled down the old woman's worry~lined
face, a~ she took her two remaining grandchildren
home to her dark, shabby basement flat.

One day p3sseJ-two, while e\'ery radio patrol
car, every policeman among Chicago's thousands. pr(}-o
ceeJt.'d under orders to find (Colltimted on Pagl Z9)

Youn~ George Rogalski, photographed during
the da)ts of the Chicago trial that rocked a
nation because of the youth of the accused

(

Dorette Zietlow as she Jay in St.
Elizabeth's Hospital, Chicago. while
e\'ery effort known to science was

expended to save lier life

Interior of the icehouse where Dor
ette was found. Arrow indicates the
spot where she Jay prostrate when
radio pelice "cracked the case"

Realizing that it would he im·
possible to get an accurate descrip
tion from these youngsters, Essig
turned his attention to the grand·
mother.

Haltingly, frequently chokin~
with emotion, she described the kid·
naped chilt! and her clothes, " . , .
and white stockings," the old lady
quavered, "I just darned them this
morning." She bowed her head and
could speak no more.

But there was another voice
which did not fail; the strong, au·
thoritative voice of the police radio
broadcaster who-in just a few 010
ments-was blanketing Chicago with
this message:

"All squads altelltiOlI! Reported
missing. Dorrelle liet/lTd), 2% years
old, u'l!ighs about 40 pounds. Dressed
in pink tam, pillk s'll:eater, ubite
stockings, black skirt, blue waist,
black patellt~leatber shoes, pillk
bloomers a1,d while slip. Disappeared
around 4 o'clock tbis afternoon while
playing in the alley at rear 0/ ber
home 1942 North Central Park At:ell·
1te. May have bew kidnaped by

---

the

By Marshall Craves

Murder

Shining tears ran in the furrows of Grandma Witte's
cheeks. On that Sabbath evening in April, 1934,
she stumbled into the 32nd Chicago precinct police

station, with a weeping lwelve-year-old girl and two
tittle boys of about four.

"A big boy took away my little grandchild, Dor
ette!" gasped Grandma 'Vine to Acting Captain Charles

Es>ig"Th k'd I" h II " 'd b . ht.. e I 5 ,vere p aymg In tea ey. sal fig
little Doris Zietlow, pointing to the two four-ycar-old
lad~. "j\1y little brother Kenneth here, and Sonny
Jucngling. J\ly little sister Dorette was with them.
And a big boy came--"

The child broke ofT her statement to throw lov
ing arms about the sad-faced old lady. Grandma \Vitte
wept silently, with the patient sorrow of the poor and
the old.

"Kenneth," said Captain Essig, "you tell us just
what happened to Dorette, and how ~he went away."

"Well, we \vere playing tag in the alley," piped
Kenneth excitedly. "There was Dorette, and Sonny
here and me, Well Dorette was 'it,' and she couldn't
catch Sonny or me. Well that made her cry, Then
a big boy in long pants came walking down the allev.
\Vell he said: 'Stop crying and we'll go get a nickel.'
But Dorette said she didn't want to leave Sonny and
me, So this fellow said: '\Ve'JI go and find a nickel
and then we'll come back and get your brother, and
he and I'll go find another nickel" '.-\nd then he said:
Til take your friend Ollt and get a nickel for him too.'
So Dorette went along with him. He took her hand
and they walked down the alley."

"About how big was this boy?" asked Captain
Es:-ig.

"Gee, I dunno. Well ~e was lots bigger'n Sonny
or me."

"Abollt this high?" Captain Essig extended his arm.
"Uh-huh!" Both boys nodded agreement.
"Do you remember what kind of clothes he had

on?"
"Sure!" said Kenneth, "lie had long pants ant! a

dark coat and a cap, lie had a light shirt and J
necktie. The necktie was-let's see. Well gt..'e, J can't
remember what color the necktie was."
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The Icehouse Murder
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From Barber Chair

to Hot Squat
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stairs in his arms,
"I ju~t "anted to look at $, and the

building was the only place l1;nuld t.ake
her. She was pn'It .."., I dldn' touch her
or anything. I just looked .,1 er. She
wasn't scared. She only f<em' worried
and missed her grandmother and si"ter.
Pretty soon I heard a noise in the bUlld
inl'\: and I got scared and ran ayay,

'" \\ent to school the next ~. a,,~
about five o'clock Tue tfal,' a(lernoon I
went back to the build in,,:::. Sume boy')
were playing around there, an'J I told
them to '",ram: Then I \\ent up. tairs
and looked at the little ~irl, T.ncre \\ere
some black marks on her, I went home
and had supper, and th~n you came and
got me:'

Examinalion or the child di"do<ied that
she had not neen harmed bv more than
exposure and starvation. George merely
bad looked at her, an adole~(ert curio.
ity that brought him to trial for murder,

The jury that heard the trial- found
him p;uihy. .I\loved bv the hoy's youth
and the unc.lerpri\ :/egeJ chJr.lCter or his
home environment they fix d hIS punish
ment at {('n ) ears in prJ on OIl !l'a t
until he h,ld atlJined hI" twent\'-fir"t
birthda~·. L'nder Illinoi<i law, "0 \'uuth
rul a defendant is sent to th reformatory
ralher than the penitenti.1rv, and on Sept.
I, George \....as admitted to Pontiac, cl()~in~
one of the most sensational CJ:scs in Chi
cago's red book of crime.

Sensational also was the speed- -th:lnks
to radio-with whil.:h the case was solved,
Due to radio's dual Cap<lCilV ror arousing
the community and enli'ilin~ public co
operation, .:lnd of ",peeding police organi/a
tion, the hoy re"pon"ihle for the dt:~t,," of
little Dorett~ was caught long berort~ day ..
light of the morning following the dis
covery or the dying child in the icehou5e.

The Chica~o barber "~l) hUI h cus.
toml'rs t;]lkin~ about a biK ca h pay-roll,
de..:ided to b~' a ide his shear· fnr a ~rLm

mer implement. I Ie made up his minJ to
trim the pnma.... ter-v.ith an autoffi3t;C.
if ne..:es."ar,,: But the traIl thu led from
the hJrber~shop to the pa~-()tf at the end
or Chi~aAo's Na ....y Pier-one mile out in
Lake Mi~higan-also led (rom the huber
chair to the electric chair. In n.:xt \\eekO~

R ...olo G~ IOE you '" ill find the stur)' of
how radio found this murder-trad-and
Yo hat the police did about it.

ism. In the course of a Qua.rter of a
century of wrilin~ for the young I ha\ e
found it is the hc..t policy to govern
what little influence on youthful ch:u·
acter my Yo-ritings and broadca~ts may
have had,

In conclusion I would ~ay. let the
broadca.. ts for children by child and
adult actor" be as nearly realistic a.. is
comlllon With life ihelf within the bounds
of reason. But since it is easily Yo-ithm
the pOYoers of writers, broad.:asters and
the "ireless protra}'ers. let them make
all this a medium for lillie le""ons in
kindne~ .., thoughtfulness and pohten s,
and mix with it healthful run and hap.
piness. ~1 \" practice. in writing my lillie
daily storie .., has been to send the chilli
to bed with a smile. Perhap" this i"n't
always PO' ible in the continuity of radio
sketches but it should be the aim.

Above all, the vivid imaginati)l1s of
children should not be overlooked, These
ima~inations should be . timulate I gently
and fed, but tenderly cared for; they are
ea y to shock and blight, caU<img harm
that many yeah \\ ill not eradicate.

W hat, NoV i II ains?
(Colltimud from Page 8)

Ading Captain of Police .E!'i!'iil:•
who directed the radio search for

Jittle Dorette

l10ints out, the radio sister complains of
her teasing brother (and we know this
happens in real life) and when the hroth
er rudely retorts with "ShUl up! You're
always taltling'" (real life again) the
mother or some other character could
then, or a little later, administer the nec
el;sary and salutary correction. The lis
tenin~ children would benefit thereby. It
is not inconsb,tent in real life to have
repentance and apologv folhl\\ the words
or acts of a tran~gressor.

I have "rilten nearly 400 hooks for
hon. girls anti children. and more than
7000. daily bedtime stories. I have told
hundreds of my stories over the air and
they appeared to be liked. In each book
or Slory there has been the element of
conflict and a more or Ie ~ complete vil
lain. I have made it a policy to let the
good triumph and the bad meet with
defea.t anti puni ...hment. I am aware that
in real life this sy5tem too often is
reversed,

But I incline that much to\\ard ideal-

Ernest R. Lo .
W.ltham, ,
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•
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1st Prize $25 v",. E. St"..
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"The tllli 01 'red wk' alld 'gray bair: "

"anized Chicago's patrol sy~tem:
"Attt>ntzo11 all Cdr! 0 • 0 attention all

cars . .. u:anted lor kidnapi,,'! alld nmr
duo 8ay, IJ or 14 years old. Height,
Sleet to 5 leet Z irrcbes. "'eight, around
IIlJ pOllnds. H'ear11lg u:bite shir~ blue
corduroy Imlg pants, browl! lllmberjack
et, gray cap Dnd black sboes. Complexion
1ntdmm. '\lJmt 1wklY.cn. Thougbt to
lite in "ii~bbt1Tbood around Oakley At'e
nile and U"tlmo/ Strut. /! apprebnrded,
notify RnJ district ... Attention all
cars 0 •• ,~d1tttd lor kidnapmg and nmr
der _ 0 0

"Di:'. ahern/Inn," young Ilenry Koda
told Clplain I:~sig. "me and my brother
Robert, and \\ alter here, and two other
~uys we \\as playing near the icchou..e.
.\ ~u}' comes along and tells us to scram.
He "a.... about J.I wars old, So we run
home, hut we :'>~. him cr,mlin' through
a hole in the ba ....ement.

. So Walter and my brothH and me
C(Jme back. \\ ith CIne of the other ~u\·s.

annut half an hour Ialcr. We thoul-;ht
lhe)' was gan~ ....h'rs in the huilding. One
of the gu)- s said ma\'he it haJ something
to do \\ith the mi ~in' bahy he'd heard
about over the radio at home. Anyway,
we got some ,clubs and went in there ...
and there was the hahy."

"This fl'llow that told you to 'scram',"
s;'lid Essig. "Do you know him?"

"I dunno what his name i\" Walter
spoke lip, "But I seen him around the
neighborhood IMs. I think he lives ncar
the corner of Oakley Avenue and \Vilmot
Street."

Again Essig picked up the hospital
telephone. and another radio message went
out from police headquarters: lightened the task in two ways: fir-"t, by

"Allention Car 56 ... Car 56 .•• Car starting the <iearch second.... , not hours,
56 ... Upon arri't'al 01 relie! from detaIl arter the clues. had been Ralhered; anJ
a~ .1780 Afilu.:aukee At-'enlle, procud to second. by arou:,>in~ the neighborhood In
'1/IClmty 01 Oakley At:enlle and Wilmot which the two policemen were obliged to
Strut alld make. enquiries lor boy de- search.
scribed ilt precedmg message, Attelltio1J Dozens of radio fans had followed the
Car 56 • 0 ." police fl;,,,hes, As Morrell and Culluney

In Car 56-"hich a rew minutes before went from door 10 door, a<ikin~ if anyone
had been detailed to watch the abandoned knew a \'outh in the district "ho an~\\ered
icehouse-were Officers William Moffett to the d~scription hroadcast, they round
and Edward Culluney. As soon as their that already this hroad~ast descriplioll
relief arrived, they followed their radioed had set the neighborhood to thinking
instructions, and set out to comb the "Ye~," said one house\\-ire. "that mi.Jtht
Oakley-Wilmot district. It was painstak- be George Rogabki. He li\'es around the
ing, plodding police work-but radio had corner, at 1863 l\:orlh Oakley A\·enuc. I

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~"i thought of hi.m ",hen f hea~d the policebroadca.)t a IlUle ",hlle ago.'
So the two officers went to the Rogal·

ski home. There they found George,
A little persistent que. tioning, and

Geor~e confessed:
"I just \\anred to look at her," he ..aid.

He had walked the child for three miles to
the vacant structure, then carried her up-

(Conf;nrud from Page ZQ)

immediately to her bedside. The old
«ram.lmother moa~e~1 when she saw the
blackened flesh. PitIful as was the bahv's
tondition, however. already there- had
been a tremendou'i improvement. L'nder
the administration of stimulants. the
feeble pul...e was increil~in~ in 5ttrength
and frequency. The child had begun to
breathe perceptibly.

Grandma Witte prayed.
J t seemed that her prayer was to be

an~"ered. .\ledical kill had done its ur
most .•. Slowly the chilcrs eyes flickered
open Baby Dorette smiled feebly_
"Papa gramma." "he murmured. The
old "oman clasped and unclasped her
hands.

But the head dcx:tor sighed. SIow1v
the baby's eyes c1()~eJ, and she died.

In the office of the hospital. Es... ig was
que:-.tioning the t\\O bo}'~. Henr}' "od.1
and Walrer Ciesid ....~d. ,h a result ur
their revelations, another radio flash gal-

A n~w and rl!'voluti"nary r~li(iout leachin~ b3.~M

entirf'ly on thf' mi,undentood saying! of the Gali·
lean Caqlf'nll"r, and tle-Ielled to show how we may
find, undl"t" hnd and uoe the same identical pawn
which Jl'511 u e,1 ill performinll; lIis 5o,called 'lira·
til'S. is allra<:'ting \'oorld ",ide Itttntion to its
founder, Or, Frank 8. Robinson. noted p~ychoto

riJl, author and lerlurfT. "Psychiana," thi, :-:I'W

P)'cholotl"iul Rf'1i~ion, belines and tt'3chn that
it is today postible for nefY normal hUffiiiln being,
undehlandinlt spiritual law as Christ understood
it, to duplicate ('very "ork that the Carpenter of
Calilee f:Hr did-it belil'\"!!! and tuches that when
He 'Jid, "the thinlt that I do shan )"e do also."
He meant what lie said and munt it literally to
11)fl1)' to all mankind, through all the ages,

Dr. Robinson hat f1rrpar~ a 6.000 "ord treatise
on "P~)"chianl," in .... hich he tells about his lon(
uarch for the Truth, how he finally came 10 the
full flOJIi7.ation of an t'n een Po\\er or force '1;0 dy.
namic ill ihelf that all othn po\\l'r'l; and forces
fade into insi(nificance htt ide it-how he learned
to commune directly .... ith the Livinlt God. u,ing
this mi!thty, never·(ailin~ po\H'r to dl'monstnte
he:tlth, hapl,ine's and financial sueus.., alld how
uy normal beinr may filld and USe it as Jesu"i did.
He is hOW offerill~ this treatise free to ev,ry
read,r of thll pa~r who writn him. If )"nu ""ant
10 read thi, hilhl\" illtl'r"tinl', rnolution4n' and
fucinatihJ ,Inf)' of the di~co\'ery of a t:reat Truth,
ju t M'lId )"l.Ir haml' and al'fdre"!1 10 Dr. Frank B.
R~bi4ton.. Dept. PO. 'I,~w, ltJ;aho. It _ill be
al'lIt frN' all" p....tpaid Without coat or oblUtation.
Wrlle the Doctor loda)'.--<:op)Om:;ht 1933, Dr.
FranL. B. RobinsoD.-AdHrtinmeut.

With God, Says

Noted Psychologist

Man Can Talk

HAROLD POTTER. 1619 Broad ...a,., Dept •. 0,
Ne... York. Arran..er of maoy hill includlDC:
"Carolina MOOIl," "Valle,. of the )(OOD."
"'Girl of Ily Druma," "'Little Street Where
Old Friend. Keet," etc.

PREPARED FOR PUBLICATION

-SONGS ARRANGED-

"Oireclor Jklt recJUCt:d my w:listlin.. from
-12 to :« inches. 1 feel 10 Yl,:ars young~r.

Ctmsll(xltioll FOlIe-no tired. bloated fl,.'ding
aftcr meals.' -G, NE\\"l"O:-;, Troy, N. Y.

Difl'(:lor Bdt inZltantly improve$ )'0Uf
appearance, putSl;;nap In your S!l'P, rt:
li,'ves '\;hortoc:sll of hr..alh;' restores
YOUR VIGOR a. f~t w.nishes.

Lou,.." fallen Il.bdom;l1,II Illu!<cle. ao
back whe..... t11C'Y bt-Ionlll. (;('ut1e nNtS
......lIke ad"" lner_ elimination
and ~l;<rity10:l DOnn"" way w.thout
u«= of h,m.h, Irntiltina- cnthiUtic:e. You
...k .nd .... pan r'OU.......

•

A't u. prove ollr <: aim..
• No obllCOItlOD, \"'ritt: to-
• day for tna.l o1Ier.

LANDON & WARNER ~::,m'·r~~::=:.~::
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