Good Listening...
... The Cavalcade of America
By LUCY JOHNSON
(Of the Radio Committee, Madison Branch,   					AAUW
American Association of University Women)
Years ago, eighth grade children in the public schools of Wisconsin began their acquaintance with American history. This introduction to our continent was through the text book alone. 

The discovery of America, the search for the fountain of youth, and the landing of the Pilgrims were rather intriguing as they occurred in the pages of the book, but following these events, there was little to interest the 13-year-old boy or girl because history was just a lesson to be prepared and recited.

Today, eighth graders are still studying American history but with a wealth of interesting outside material bearing on the subject. They have books, pictures, movies and music relating to the events of history and, best of all, the radio.

One of the outstanding radio programs having an historical background is entitled "The Cavalcade of America." It is given every Wednesday from 6:30 to 7 p. m. over NBC and in this area comes over WMAQ.

Indicative of its popularity is the fact that on October 2, 1940, the sixth consecutive series of its coast-to-coast broadcast was begun.

This program is one for the family and is wonderfully instructive for the child studying the history of his own country.

If you have not been tuning in regularly for this broadcast we recommend your doing so, for in these days of world chaos what can be better for young and old to hear than the story of men and women and events that have formed the foundation and substance of our democratic form of government?

To give an idea of the variety and range of subjects on these programs, we name three that have recently been dramatized: "Good Neighbors" showing the friendly feeling between early settlers on the Canadian and the United States border; the Negro; Will Rogers.

The scripts are prepared by writers of importance and are checked for historical accuracy.
Not only are the writers men of letters but the stars who have enacted the dramas are outstanding men and women of the stage.

Dr. James R. Angell, former president of Yale University has said:
"This splendid half-hour radio program, portraying the background and heritage of our country has won for itself a recognized place in our national life. It offers a source of entertainment and education to which thoughtful persons of all ages may turn to learn again the truths that have made America great."
Wisconsin State Journal – Madison, WI – January 12, 1941



Good Listening...
... Daytime Serials	AAUW 
By MRS. WILLIAM H. PAGE
(Of the Radio Committee, Madison Branch, American Association of University Women)
One member of the radio committee is about to take a nose dive from the Olympian heights of symphony, grand opera, and great dramas to the somewhat muddied depths, where lives the radio dialog with its naive and primitive dramatizations of the human story — the old, old story of love and hate, ambition and defeat and despair, good and evil.

In the good old days we had the Fireside Companion, with its highly improbable tales of adventure, sentimental and otherwise, where virtue received the reward of material success and sin suffered an even more decisive worldly collapse. Now we have only to turn the dial of our radios to hear essentially the same story, perhaps not so lurid in its detail and with a little more verisimilitude to life.

Why do people in such large numbers – women perhaps exclusively – listen to these dialogues which crowd our radio during a large part of the day time?

I have a theory that the American woman is lonely, starved for human companionship. In the days of large families she was too busy and happy. Neighbors existed with whom she shared her experiences, happy and sad. Now if she lives in a large city, with the one or two children in pre-school kindergarten and school, with electrical gadgets in the apartment, with an up-to-date laundry, with prepared foods, frozen and otherwise, and with clothes ready-made and cheap, so much of care and responsibility has been taken from her that life has become a bit empty and lonely. (She grows old but not mature?)

When young (the adolescent is often lovely), one has daydreams, but one does one’s own dreaming. Nowadays the housewife does not even do her own dreaming. She turns the dial and gets a vicarious fillip from others’ imaginings! “Day-dreaming Made Easy” or “Fairy Tales for the Adult” – that is what the so-called soap operas are; and if we can listen with our tongues in our cheeks or learn to say in true healthy American fashion, “Oh, yeah?” the occasional listening to them may be of little harm.

Much of the dialog does deal with the -raw material of human life. It is raw because it has not been worked over sufficiently to give it form and significance. But it is of the stuff of which, life is made. To use the language of the painter of pictures—the colors are lurid and are thrown on the canvas with little or no sense of perspective.

Some of it is better than others, and one can certainly take his hat off to the script writers who struggle daily to arouse the emotions and to excite the curiosity of thousands in the very short 15 minutes allotted them. Praise is due also to the actors or impersonators, who do very good work in characterization. One can hope, from the real talent and skill which is undoubtedly devoted to these primitive bits of human drama, that radio art, now in its infancy, may grow from these rather pathetic beginnings into something fine, which will better satisfy the hungry human soul in its' quest for that sense of belonging to the great human adventure—a quest in which is found the origin of all literature and art.
Wisconsin State Journal – Madison, WI – February 16, 1941


