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Dragnet’s creator, director and star, 
Jack Webb, attended classes at the 
police academy, went along with 
detectives on their calls and observed 
life in a police station. The series ran 
from June 3, 1949 until February 26, 
1957.

Jack Webb was born Jack Randolph 
Webb on April 2, 1920 in Santa 
Monica, California. He played Sgt. 
Joe Friday.

Raymond Burr was born Raymond 
William Stacey Burr on May 21, 1917 
in New Westminster ,  Br i t ish 
Columica, Canada. He played Chief 
of Detectives Ed Backstrand.

Actor - Ben Alexander
Dragnet

Ben Alexander was born on May 26, 
1911 in Goldfield, Nevada. He 
appeared in the film All Quiet on the 
Western Front. Ben played Officer 
Frank Smith.

Actress - Virginia Gregg
Dragnet

Virginia Gregg appeared in California 
Caravan, The Story of Dr. Kildare, 
Escape, Dragnet, One Man’s Family, 
Let George Dot It, Have Gun Will 
Travel, The Six Shooter, The Sears 
Radio Theater, Gunsmoke and 
Frontier Gentleman among others.

Actor - Barton Yarborough
Dragnet

Barton Yarborough (at left) was born 
October 2, 1900 in Goldthwaite, 
Texas. Barton played Sgt. Ben 
Romero.
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