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Billboard, November 25, 1949

Cooper To Convert CBS's "Escape" to TV Show

Wyllis Cooper's first assignment as an executive producer for the Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS)-TV operation will be to convert "Escape," CBS radio package into a TV property. Cooper will handle some of the writing in addition to producing the series. CBS-TV will probably do a kine of the show first. Cooper was brought over from the American Broadcasting Company (ABC), where he produced, directed and wrote "Volume One" for video.

Variety, January 11, 1950

ESCAPE

("Rugged Journey")

With Charita Bauer, Richard MacMurray, Charles Egleston, Lawrence Fletcher

Scripter: Howard Rodman

Producer-director: Wyllis Cooper

30 Mins., Thurs. (5), 9 p.m.

Sustaining

CBS-TV, from N.Y.

New drama-fantasy series that preemed Thursday (5) with "Rugged Journey" shapes up promisingly. Opener showed imagination, style and some superior writing which made this an interesting half-hour. Story concerned a too-enterprising N.Y. reporter, who by investigating a story of a new invention by a transport tycoon, found himself marooned in the Arctic. Story covered a good deal of ground in 30 minutes, with tycoon and reporter flying to the far north on a magic carpet (a two-seater model); reporter resuming a love affair with an Eskimo gal started in the good old GI days, and tycoon and damsel flying back to the lusher purlieus of New York while the reporter was left behind to spend his days chewing seal meat in his igloo. Purpose of the new series is to dramatize escape from reality through fantasy and adventure, and it certainly succeeded here.

Good writing kept the show from going heavy-handed and an adept cast played it straight. Show sagged in the middle when the love interest entered, but righted itself toward the close to finish strongly. Production demands were simple, and direction good.

ESCAPE TV LOG

Dates, titles and casts of the 1950 ESCAPE TV series as they appear in the not-always-reliable New York Times listings:

1-05 Rugged Journey

1-12

1-19 The Diamond Lens

1-26 The Bell Hop Story w/ Nancy Sheridan, Frank Thomas & Jack Lescoulie

2-02 The Old Castle w/ Jabez Grey, Bruno Wick, Sarah Fussell, and Others

2-09 Whapperknocker Song w/ Peggy Wagner, Ralph Riggs and Lee Marvin

2-16 The Great Fog w/ Florida Friebus, Howard Wierum and Others

2-23 The Myth Makers w/ Fran Carlon, Dan Margan, Tommy Rettig and Dave Ballard

3-02 The Covenant w/ Pat Peardon, Kim Stanley and Others

3-09 The Trouble With Grandfather w/ Clock Ryder, Kathryn Grill, Others

3-16 Homecoming w/ William A. Lee, Marie Kenny and Vicki Vola

3-23 The Sound Machine w/ Jack Lescoulie and Others

3-30 Rest in Peace w/ Oliver Thorndyke and Clock Ryder

The series was kinescoped for showing in the West; airdates differ markedly in the Los Angeles Times listings.

