BECKER CONVIGTED,
15T DEGREE MURDER;
VERDIGT IN AN HOUR

Jury Decides Ash Pit “Murder
Case at 1:47 This Morning
- After Night Court Session.

TRIAL SPEEDED TO FINISH

Three Ballots Taken, First
Standing 8 for Conviction of
Charge, 3 for Acquittal.

FOUGHT HARD FOR HIS LIFE

Defendant on Stand All Day—De-
fense Blamed Norkin for

the Slaying.

Deliberating exaclly an hour, the jury
at 1:47 this morning brought in a ver-
dict of murder In the first degreo
against Abraham Becker, charged with
killing his wife last April by striking
her on the head with an iron bar and
burying her in an ashpit in the Bronx.

In arriving at a verdict, it was learned
that the Jjury cast threa hallots, The
first one stood eight for murder in the
first degree, one for second degree and
three for acquittal, 'Thig result was
changed slightly on the next ballot, and
the third found a unanimous jury,

Becker’'s composure throughout the
case has heen surprising to every one,
and when the jury came in with ‘the
verdlct he looked at them with face as
impessive a's a stone image. |

Becker watched while a poll of the
Jury was taken and then stood up for
his pedigreec. He gave his answers In
low, calm tones, and a moment Jater

walked quletly out of the court to his
cell in «the county Jall,

The trial was finished at the first night
session the court has held in the trial.
Judge Gibbs determined to close the
case before Christmag, and yvesterday,
over the protests of Alexander Mayper,
coungel forr the defense, ne announced
that the court would convene In the
evening after the two regular day ses-
sions, and that the case would go to the
Jury at thal pight segsion.

Tor nearls”dix. Jioura Yseterday Becker
was on the witness stand under a severe
grilling by Asgistant District Attorney
Colin, who attempted to break down the
direct testimony of the defendant thoat
his wife had disappeared following a
quarrel with Reuben Norkin, who owned
the yard In which the womsn was
buried. Becker left the stand for the
prisoner’'s pen at the end of the after-
noon session and counsel began his ad-

dress to the jury.

AMr. Mayper biamed the il feeling in
the neighborhood for the fact that many
former friends of the defendant and his
wife appecared agalnst him. Me charac-

terized the testimony of Xarry Mon-
stein and Beckers alleged counfession to
him as ** a tissue of lies.”” Counsel did
not spare the police in his sunmming
up. charging the detectives in the case
with trying to force the crime on an in-
nocent person, He pleaded with the
jury to remember that the burden of
proof lay on the prosecution and chal-
lenged the identification of the body of
the woman found In the pit as that of
Mrs. Becketr.

Prosccutor Defends YPolice.

For the State, Mr. Cohin denounced
lacker as a stone-hearled man who
was not even moved by the sight of
the clothing and the possessions of his
murdered wife. * Mr, Cohin came to the
defense of the police by pointing to the
excellent records of some of the officers.
il said’ it was a common practice for

lasvvvers with a poor case to blame it
on the polfce.

Judge Gibbs, in his charge to the juvy,
pointed out that the gullt of the defend-
ant must be found beyond a reasonable
doubt. He warned agalnst mistaking a
syimpathetic for a reasonable doubt. tie
said that the jurgrs should look at the
focts with the safne calmness and cool-
ness they would judge a proposition in
thelr dafly lives and act accordingly.
Referring to the attack on the police by
the defense, the Judge spoke of the
.work of patrolmen protecting the lives
and property of citizens and suid:
“ The livery. of the city of New York
could not be taken as a badge of dis-
honesty.”

He explained the law in regard to the
different degrees of murder and in-
formed the jurors that they could arbi-
trarily bring in a verdlet of,murder in
the sccond degree, carrying life impris-
onment. At the same time he warned
them that unless it was proved beyond
a reoasonable doubt that there had not
been murder in the first degree they
would be violating thelr oaths as jurors.

The final sesslon of the trial began
about 8:30 o’clock last night. Judge
Gibbs denied a request from the fore-
man of the jury that the jurors be per-
mitted to examine that part of the coun-
tv jafl where, according to witnesses,
Becker confessed Lo his friend, MMon-
stein, that he paid Reuben Norkin $100
to murder Mrs, Becker. Detectives tes-
tified that they heard the conversation,

““The case i3 closed,” sald Judge
Gibbs. ‘! You gentlemen have all the
ovidence, and« I do not belleve it is
necessary that you visit the Jjall. I as-
sume full responsibility”in denying tha
-request.’’

In snmmlnf- up Mr. Mayper, for the
defense, reminded the jury that it was
“not only right but permissive that
they temper Justice with mercy.”

“You have the greatest responslb!ll?
that can be laid upon men,’’ he sald.
" You have the body and soul of a man
presented to you in the armas of the law.
I would impress upon cach one of you
your responsibility in a case of murder

in the first degree.’”
'I'he' ¢ Polson of Panle.”

Attacking the testimony against
Becker, he reminded the Jjury of the
fecling that has been aroused agalnst
the accused since the body of the woman
was found In the ash pit,

* There is a great tendency in human
beings to add a little to everything that
is told them and to add a little to every-
thing they see,” sald Mr, Mayper. “ Up
to the time that Harry Monsteln gave

his evidence there’ was no evidence
whatever produced by the prosecution
. that should receive any weight or cre-
“dence. You have heard witnesses admit
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they discussed the case; that there was
a strong feeling against Becker—the
poison of panic—the poison of the mob.”

Mr. Mayper: then recounted the testl-
mony of a witness who testified that
Becker told her three days after his
wife's disappearance that Mrs. Becker
had gone to the movies on a Wednesday
night and had. never .come back. The

attorney reminded the jurors that other
witnesses, including Becker himsaelf, had
stated that Mr. and Mrs. Becker were
guests .at a neighbor’s house on Thurs-
day night. - . )

‘* Becker would not dare to say to
neighbors that his wife had disappeared
after a motion picture show on Wednes-
day, when he knew that others were
fully aware both he and Mrs. Becker
were at a party on Thursday,” said Mr.
Mayper., * This {llustrates the mob
fdea, It's that idea -that impelled the
witnesses to:testify as they did, They
were burned by the poison of animus.-

Bays He Loved Hls Wife.

“ Try to think with the Intellect of the
defendant, Becker was cerfaln, that his
wife- had left him and he said openly,
' Let her stay away.' That's what we
would have sald in his place. Beclker's
relations with his wife had always been
pleasant. He lived with her for .many
years. He left her once, but consider
his type. . Once he stole the proceads of
the sale of a horse, That, too, {3 his

type. But he pald It back. He did not
consider he was dolng something bn-
moral when he ran off with Anna, IZlias,.
He was only afrald that he would be
prosecuted under the Mann act. . But
afﬁer g few- weeks he returned to his
wife.

‘. Becker loved his wife and returned
to her. If he had not loved Mrs,
Becker do you think Becker would have
come back?*'t - ¥ -

Attaciking the testimony of XHarry
Monstein, admittedly the most damaging
to the defense, Mr, Mayper assailed the
methods of the police, - :

‘* Would you believe the testimony of
the stool pigeon?'’ he-asked. ‘' Why is
it the prosecution asks prospective
Jurors if they would belleve policemen
like ordinary citizens?* I'll tell you.
It is because it s a well-known fact
that this is. not the .first time that a
policeman has sald * more than his
prayers, It isn’t the first time a police-
man hasg gone out of’his way to fasten
the guilt upon an innocent person.” -

Mr. Mayper called attention to the fact
that Detective James .I.. McCarton, in
his testimony -corroborating Monstein,
had sald he could see Becker, wheresas
Lieutenant . Brucluman, who looked
through the same: keyhole during an-
other conversation, had said he could
sce only Monsteln.-

Puts Blame on Norkin.

Counsel advanced the theory that Nor-.
kin killed Mrs. Becker without Becker’'s
knowledge or connivance. He drew a
picture of the.** inquisitorial methods’’
of the detectives in examining Norkin
and Becker and wringing so-called con-

fesslons from them. - |

Karlier in tnhe day, for several hours,:
through direct, redirect and.cross eXam-
ination, Becker fought stubbornly for his
life. . His calmness under the fire of
questions from Assistant District Attor-
ney Cohn surprised every one. FParry-
ing, denying, affirming or simply stand-
ing on “I don't remember,”’ he answered
with confidence and assurance. Even
the sight of the clothing and articles
found on the body:of the woman in the
pit did not-shake his nerve. .

He held the . tattered grafr coat In his
hands and answered steadily, ‘* It {s not
my wife's.,”” He sald that the lock .of
hair was too dark for Mrs. Becker's,
and that the sweater did not belohg 1o
her, 1t was 'gray, while her's was
breown, he satd.- -

T.ate in the afterrioon -the prosecution
introduced the confession Becker s
alleged to have made to the District At-
torney saying that Norkin killed his
wife, told him about it and threatened:
to kill him if he reported the matter to
the pelice. - Becker simply denied that
he cver had- been asked such 'questions
or that ho ever had made answers at-
tributed to him. He declared he was
struck in the face by Detectlve McCar-
ton during an examination and sald that
Lieutenant Bruckman told him he miznt
as well answer all questions as he *' was
going to the chalr anvhow.”

Regarding the . Monstein testimony,
Becker sald that Monstein had come to
him in the jail with the remark that
Norkin killed Mrs,- Becker. He sald
that he dldn’'t believe it. Most of the
rest of Monstein's story Becker denicd.

Just before he closed with the de-
fendant, Mr., Cohn, using the alleged
contession of Norkin, questloned Becker
on the happenings on the night his’ wife
was supposed to have isappeared.
Becker denied that he had taken Mrs.
Bocker in his automobile to the welding
shop- at 140th Street and " Southern
Boulevard, where Norkin worked that
night,

“Did you see your wife struck down
with an iron bar,”” asked Mr. Cohn,

“1 did not,”” Becker replied.

** DId you see Yyour wife fall to the
eround, groaning?’’ asked' dr. Cohn,

“ I did not.”

* Di{d you help to drag her body to the
pit?”’

T did not.””

“* PDid you thera bury her without
walting to see {if she was dead or
alive?”’

*1 did not.”

“Did you shake hands with Rcuben
Norkin over your wife's grave and
promise not to tell?’ .

‘* No, I did not,”’ sald"Becker.

The District Attoyney concluded his
cross-examination .by ‘asking Becker,
‘“ and vou say you loved your wife?

“1 toved her all-:the..time,” was
-Becker’'s answer, -
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