RICHARD DIAMOND, PRIVATE DETECTTIVE

1949 - 1953

First Show: Apr 24, 1949 Last Show: Spe 20, 1953
Number Shows: 1597 Audition Show: none known

Series Description:

In 1945, Dick Powell portrayed Phillip Marlowe in the movie "Murder
My Sweet" based on Raymond Chandler's novel "Farewell My Lovely."
This was a radical departure in character for Mr. Powell from a
Hollywood song and dance man to a hard-boiled detective. On June 11,
1945, the LUX RADIO THEATER brought "Murder My Sweet" to radio, again
with Dick Powell in the lead. These two performances prompted his
selection for the part of Richard Rogue, in ROGUE'S GALLERY after his
role for LUX and Richard Diamond four years later.

RICHARD DIAMOND, PRIVATE DETECTIVE came to NBC in 1949. Diamond is a
slick, sophisticated detective, with a sharp tongue for folks who

need it. Diamond enjoyed the detective life, but not as much as
entertaining his girl, Helen Asher. After each show, he would croon

a number to his Park Avenue sweetheart. Mr. Powell, a former song and
dance man, was perfect for the role. He added an extra dimension to
the 40's hokey private eye drama.

Hellen Asher was portrayed by Virginia Gregg, who also played the
part of Brooksie on "Let George Do It" and Betty Lewis on "Yours
Truly, Johnny Dollar".

Blake Edwards wrote the early shows and also directed a few. Music
was composed by David Baskerville and later by Frank Wirth.

In May of 1953, the series moved to CBS but all shows were repeats
from the 1950-51 season.

Log Comments:

Since titles were not given at the start of each show, there's
considerable difference from source to source. Titles ending in
"Case" were used first, when found, for example "The Barton Case",
followed by the most common title found. If no "Case" titles were
found, the most common found is used first. Alternates followed the

main title. Special mention goes to Jerry Haendiges' log (See
"Other Logs or Books"). His log contained numerous alternate
titles.
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Jul 26 Sun 151 Mona Lisa Murder (#75) 2
Aug 02 Sun 152 Lt. Levison Kidnapped (#71) 1234567
Aug 09 Sun 153 Juice Bar Caper 123 5678
Alt: The Icepick Murders
Alt: Wheat Germ Case
Alt: Ice Pick Murder
Alt: Juice Bar/Ice Pick Murder

Aug 16 Sun 154 The Oklahoma Cowboy Murder Case (#68) 123 567
Aug 23 Sun 155 The California Murder Case (#111) 123 567
Aug 30 Sun 156 The Big Foot Grafton Case (#064) 2

Sep 06 Sun 157 The George Lexington Murder Case (#66) 2

Sep 13 Sun 158 Charles Johnson Matter

Sep 20 Sun 159 The Edna Wolfe Case (#061) 2

Information Sources:

The information above was obtained from the following OTR vendors
and clubs. Contact them directly for more information.

Key Source

1 Edward J. Carr, 216 Shaner Street, Boyertown, PA 19512

2 Jerry Haendiges Productions, Jerry Haendiges, 13808 Sunset Dr.,
Whittier, CA 90602

3 Radio Showcase, Steve Kelez, PO Box 4357, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

4 Society to Preserve and Encourage Radio Drama, Variety And
Comedy, PO Box 7177, Van Nuys, CA 91409-7177

5 Radio Historical Association of Colorado, PO Box 1908,
Englewood, CO 80150

6 Radio Memories, Ted Davenport, 1600 Wewoka St., North Little
Rock, AR 72116

7 AVPRO, Don Aston, PO Box 1392, Lake Elsinore, CA 92531-1392

8 Memories Of Radio, Dick Judge, PO Box 67800, Rochester NY 14617

To be fair to all, this is not an endorsement of the above vendors
and clubs. I receive nothing by mentioning them. They help keep
OTR alive. Please support them.

References:

* "The Ultimate History of Network Radio Programming and Guide To
All Circulating Shows", third edition, by Jay Hickerson, Box 4321,
Hamden, CT 06514

Other Logs or Books:

* RICHARD DIAMOND log, Jay Hickerson, Box 4321, Hamden, CT 06514

* RICHARD DIAMOND log, Jerry Haendiges Productions, 13808 Sunset Dr.,
Whittier, CA 90602 (available from the Internet at The Vintage
Radio Place, http://www.otrsite.com)



Reader Feedback:

* Bill Nevart posted an amendment to my note on LUX RADIO THEATER:
"Murder My Sweet", bits of which are now included in the
description.

* John Henley mentioned that, prior to playing Richard Diamond,
Powell played another detective, Richard Rogue, in ROGUE'S GALLERY.

* Ken McDaniel sent a correction for the broadcast date of LUX
"Murder My Sweet".

Last Update: Feb 22, 2001

This log is informational only and does not imply that I, or the
information sources mentioned, have these shows for trade or
sale. The shows may still be protected under copyright law and
should be obtained only from authorized dealers.

Please send error corrections or additional information to Frank
Passage, 109 Elmwood Road, Verona, NJ 07044 or via e-mail to
passageljuno.com.




