Whistler Openings – to assist with identification
From episode 1 on 42-05-16 to at least episode 36 on 43-01-17
CBS Sustained
Announcer. 
“Wait a Minute! Have you heard the strange (weird) tales of the Whistler?”

Whistler theme and eerie music.
Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler”.

Short clip from the program.

Announcer.
 “Tonight, CBS presents a new mystery series….The Whistler.” (ep 1 only).
(Eps 2 – 36) “Saturday (or Sunday) night, and tonight (again) CBS presents another in the (new) mystery series………The Whistler.”

Eerie music.

Whistler.
“And I, the Whistler know many things…………………………………and so tonight I tell you the weird / strange story of _____(episode title)_____”

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification
From episode 38 on 43-01-31 to at least episode 79 on 43-11-21
CBS Sustained
Announcer. 
“Have you heard the strange tales of the Whistler?”
Whistler theme.

Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler”.
Short clip from the program.
Announcer.
“Another Saturday (Friday, Sunday) night & again CBS presents…The Whistler.”
Eerie music.
Whistler.
“I’m the Whistler…………………………………and so tonight I tell you the weird / strange (bewildering) story of _____(episode title)_____”
 
 
Whistler Openings – to assist with identification
From episode 80 on 43-11-28 to at least episode 114 on 44-07-23

Signal Oil
This is the period where Signal Oil assumed sponsorship of the program.

We don’t yet have enough episodes to accurately form a pattern as there are large gaps in what we currently have. 

Of the episodes we do have, there seems to be a different opening for each one, none of which fall into any of the other established patterns yet.

Announcer. 


Whistler theme.

Whistler. 


Announcer.


Eerie music.
Whistler.


 
 
Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From at least episode 114  on  to at least episode 122  on 
Signal Oil Company
Double drum beat.

Announcer. 
“The Whistler, another Signal mystery.”

Eerie music.

“Tonight, the Signal Oil Company, marketers of Signal’s famous ‘Go Farther’ gasoline and motor oil bring you another in a series of strange tales by the Whistler. (short summary of the episode). Listen to  _____(episode title)_____”


Eerie music.

Signal advertisement.

Whistler theme.

Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Variations in sequence of this format , but all start the same way.

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From at least episode 123 on 44-09-25 to at least episode 139 on 45-01-22 
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“Let every ‘Go’ signal remind you that you do go farther with Signal gasoline.”



Short musical flourish.



Double drum beat.

Announcer.
“The Signal Oil program.”

Whistler theme.

Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Announcer.
 “The marketers of Signal’s famous ‘Go Farther’ gasoline and motor oil invite you to hear another strange tale by the Whistler. Tonight, the story of (quick episode summary   _____(episode title)_____”

 *** there are some variations in sequence and with the announcing of the title, but all programs start with the same opening announcement. ***

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From at least episode 140 on 45-01-29 to at least episode  on  
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“Signal gasoline, the gasoline that does go farther.”



Eerie music.

Announcer.
“The Signal Oil Company presents The Whistler.”



Short fanfare.

Announcer.
“The Signal Oil Company, and your neighborhood Signal dealer, bring you another curious story by the Whistler. Tonight _____(episode title)_____

Whistler theme.

Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From at least episode 141 on 45-02-05 to at least episode 170  on 45-08-27  
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“Signal gasoline. Let every traffic signal remind you, you do go farther with Signal (gasoline). Yes, you do go farther with Signal.”



Eerie music.



Short musical flourish.



Double drum beat.

Announcer.
“The Signal Oil Company, and your neighborhood Signal dealer, bring you another curious story by the Whistler. Tonight _____(episode title)_____

Whistler theme.

Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From at least episode 171 on 45-09-03 to at least episode 180 on 45-11-05   
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“Signal, new Signal. Yes, new Signal ethyl gasoline. The super fuel of tomorrow is at Signal dealers today.”


OR


“Signal gasoline. Signal, the new gasoline you can prove is superior.”

OR 

other variations with the same basic theme. Following format is the same in all cases.


Eerie music.



Short musical flourish.



Double drum beat.

Announcer.
“The Signal Oil Company, and your neighborhood Signal dealer, bring you another curious story by the Whistler. Tonight _____(episode title)_____

Whistler theme.

Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From episode 181 on 45-11-12 to episode 316 on 48-06-16    
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“The Signal Oil program. The Whistler.”

Whistler theme.

Double drum beat.

Announcer.
“That whistle is your signal for the Signal Oil program, the Whistler.”

Whistler theme repeated.
Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Announcer.
“Yes friends, it’s time for the Signal Oil program, the Whistler. “

Variations of the following.

“Remember, let every traffic signal remind you, with Signal, new Signal gasoline, you do go farther than ever. Look for Signal’s big yellow and black circle sign that identifies those popular Signal stations in 7 western states from Canada to Mexico. And now the Whistler’s strange story  _____(episode title)_____”

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From episode 317 on 48-06-23 to episode 328 on 48-09-22   
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“And now for the radio program that has rated tops in popularity for a longer period of time than any other west coast program. The mystery program that is unique among all mystery programs, because you know who’s guilty. You see his every move, you know his complete plan, even his innermost thoughts. Yet the final curtain always brings a startling surprise, in the Signal Oil program. The Whistler.” 


Slight variations of the above.
Whistler theme.

Double drum beat.

Announcer.
“That whistle is your signal for the Signal Oil program, the Whistler.”

Whistler theme repeated.
Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Announcer.
“Yes friends, it’s the Whistler, for the tops in entertainment. And for the tops in gasoline quality, it’s Signal. It takes extra quality, you know, to give you extra mileage, and Signal is the famous ‘go farther’ gasoline. So look for the Signal circle sign in yellow and black, that identifies friendly independent Signal stations from Canada to Mexico. And now the Whistler’s strange story  _____(episode title)_____”
Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From episode 329 on 48-09-29 to episode 334 on   
Signal Oil Company
Whistler theme.

(Double drum beat)

Announcers.
“That whistle is your signal for the Signal Oil program, the Whistler. The mystery program  that is unique among all mystery programs, because you know who’s guilty. You see his every move, you know his complete plan, even his innermost thoughts. Yet the final curtain always brings a startling surprise, in the Signal Oil program. The Whistler.”  Male and female announcers interjecting the last few sentences. Slight variations covering time changes etc.

Whistler theme repeated.
Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Announcer.
“Yes friends, it’s the Whistler, for the tops in entertainment. And for the tops in gasoline quality, it’s Signal. It takes extra quality, you know, to give you extra mileage, and Signal is the famous ‘go farther’ gasoline. So look for the Signal circle sign in yellow and black, that identifies friendly independent Signal stations from Canada to Mexico. And now the Whistler’s strange story  _____(episode title)_____”
Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From episode 336 on 48-11-14 to episode 367 on 49-06-12   
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“The Signal Oil program. Yes, the Signal Oil program, the Whistler”. Slight variations.

Whistler theme.

Double drum beat.

Announcer.
“That whistle is your signal for the Signal Oil program, the Whistler.”

Whistler theme repeated.
Whistler. 
“I’m the Whistler……………..”.

Announcer.
“Yes friends, it’s time for the Signal Oil program, the Whistler, rated tops in popularity for a longer period of time than any other program in west coast history. And Signal gasoline is tops too, tops in quality. It takes extra quality, you know, to give you extra mileage, and Signal is the famous ‘go farther’ gasoline. So look for the Signal circle sign in yellow and black, that identifies independently operated Signal stations from Canada to Mexico. And now the Whistler’s strange story  _____(episode title)_____”
Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From at least episode 369 on 49-06-26 to at least episode 406 on 50-03-12 
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“And now, stay tuned for the program that is rated tops in popularity for a longer period of time than any other west coast program in radio history. The Signal Oil program – the Whistler.”

Whistler theme.

‘Barbershop Quartet’.
Sings “S.I.G.N.A.L.” 


Announcer.
 “Signal, the famous ‘Go Farther’ gasoline invites you to sit back and enjoy another strange story by the Whistler. For extra driving pleasure, the signal to look for is the yellow and black circle sign that identifies Signal service stations from Canada to Mexico. And for Sunday evening listening pleasure, the signal to listen for is this whistle that identifies the Signal Oil program – The Whistler.”

Whistler theme.

Whistler.
“I am the Whistler,………”

Announcer.
“And now, the Whistler’s strange story   _____(episode title)_____”

With slight variations.

Starting with ep 407, the opening on the next page is used instead of above as the openings gradually morph into the sequence depicted on the next page.

Whistler Openings – to assist with identification

From at least episode 407 on 50-03-19 to at least episode 517 on   
Signal Oil Company
Announcer. 
“And now, stay tuned for the mystery program that is unique among all mystery programs, because even when you know who’s guilty, you always receive a startling surprise at the final curtain, in the Signal Oil program The Whistler.”

OR

Announcer. 
“And now, stay tuned for the program that is rated tops in popularity for a longer period of time than any other west coast program in radio history. The Signal Oil program – the Whistler.”

Whistler theme.

Double drum beat.

Announcer.
 “Signal, the famous ‘Go Farther’ gasoline, invites you to sit back and enjoy another strange story by the Whistler.”

Whistler theme.

Whistler.
“I am the Whistler………”

Announcer.
“And now, for the Signal Oil Company, the Whistler’s strange story   _____(episode title)_____”

******* There are also a bunch of programs in this range that have the same overall format but omit all references to Signal Oil and have no AFRS identification either.  We believe these are 1970’s era rebroadcasts or LP recordings  *******

